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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hello my name is Joe Kuhn, and I’m with the Virginia Outdoors Foundation.  I am the Stewardship Specialist for Madison, Orange, Greene, Nelson and Louisa Counties.  I want to talk with you briefly today about our Open Space Easements and Stream Restoration Projects.
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Virginia Outdoors Foundation

Currently hold over 3,200 easements

Encompass over 617,000 acres of
protected land statewide

Deed restrictions provide for water
quality protection
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Presentation Notes
VOF currently holds over 3200 easements around the state encompassing over 617,000 acres.  Many of our easement properties are located along rivers, while many more have multiple perennial and intermittent streams traversing the properties.  

The amount of streams, creeks, and rivers contained in our easements is what prompted us to look at our current policies and procedures regarding Stream bank restoration and other Ecosystem services. 


Older Easements

No specific deed provisions for
Ecosystem Services

Grading and Buffer language

Looked at other related deed provisions

to determine:
e Feasibility of the project
e Compatibility with other restrictions
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Initially, many of our open-space easements did not have provisions regarding Ecosystem Services including Stream Restoration. 
 
Once these types of activities became more popular, we began to look at other related deed restrictions to determine whether restoration projects would strengthen the conservation values of the property.  These included Grading, Buffer, or other special language that pertain to watercourses on the property.  

For the older Easements, VOF decided that as long as the proposed project could provide benefits to landowners and not have an adverse impact on the conservation values being protected, that the proposed project would be most likely be accepted by stewardship staff.


Ecosystem Services Deed Language

...activities to restore or enhance wetlands or streams or restore,
enhance, or develop other ecosystem functions on the Property
including, but not limited to, stream bank restoration, wetland
and stream mitigation, biological carbon sequestration and
biodiversity mitigation, provided that such activities are not in
conflict or inconsistent with the conservation purpose of or the
restrictions set forth in this Easement and that prior written
approval for same shall have been obtained from Grantee.
Grantee is not responsible for monitoring any such activities and
has no obligation to enforce the provisions oz any permit(s),
restriction(s), or easement(s) therefor. Subject to Grantee’s
approval, Grantor is free to participate in same in Grantor’s
discretion and to retain any remuneration derived therefrom.
Grantee reserves the right to impose a cost recovery charge for
evaluation of ecosystem function projects on the property.
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Based on current trends in land conservation in the Commonwealth, as well as the desires of our landowners, VOF decided there was a need to update our easement template to include Ecosystem Services language in order to meet the needs of the landowners, to allow for the restoration and enhancement of the environmental aspects of our easements, and to allow for the strengthening of conservation values on our properties.  

To do this, we drafted a provision to allow for Stream restoration and other Ecosystem Services based on our review and approval of such projects.

Our review process currently consists of:  getting advanced notice from the landowner or interested agency on the project, scope of the project, maps of the project area and the compatibility with other restrictive provisions set forth in our Deeds.



Stream Bank Restoration

Ecosystem Services include Stream
Bank Restoration

e The restoration and stabilization of stream banks would
almost always be beneficial to the property and should
not ordinarily have an adverse impact on the

conservation values being protected on a property under
easement.
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As a part of the deed revision process, VOF created an Internal Policy on Ecosystem Services.  This statement is taken from that policy, and sums up our stance on stream restoration projects on VOF easements. (read statement)



New Easements

Detailed deed provision
More descriptive policy

Streamlined interpretation and
approval process

VOF must consent to all restoration
activities on easement properties

VOF not long-term steward
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For all new easements, the Deed of Easement template language now includes provisions for Ecosystem Services, including stream bank restoration.  The specific deed language permits these types of activities and states that the proposed projects must enhance the conservation values of the property.

VOF has an adopted internal policy that guides supports the deed language and guides the interpretation and approval process.

The review process includes a formal request for review from landowner or natural resource agency, a review by VOF stewardship staff, and management, a and response by letter with the acceptance or denial of the proposed project with details describing our decision.

VOF must consent to all restoration activities on easement properties.

However, VOF will not take the responsibility of being the long-term steward for any ecosystem service project.  All banking projects require a long-term steward to ensure the viability of the project; however, VOF does not the have technical expertise or financial viability to take on that level of responsibility.  This needs to be left up to another experienced third party.



Examples on VOF Easements

Glengary Tree Farm, Thornton River (Culpeper County)
Meadow Grove Farm, Battle Run (Rappahannock County)

Property Adjacent to Crowe Easement, along XXX Creek
(Madison County)

Elk Hill, Rockfish River (Nelson County)
Bellevue Farm, Dollins Creek (Albemarle County)

Lone Oak Mitigation Bank, Ballinger Creek (southern
Albemarle County)
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There are several ecosystem services projects (including stream bank restoration) on a number of VOF easements in the central Piedmont.  Several are within the Culpeper Soil and Water Conservation District area.  These projects are in various degrees of completion.





Questions?
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Charlottesville, VA 22903

(434) 293-9433
jkuhn@vofonline.org
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Please feel free to contact me at any time by the information listed on the screen.
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